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the East for a hundred years. In a private letter, Muraviev said
frankly, "I in no way regret that the British burned Canton, but of
course I shall speak differently on meeting the Chinese." "If the de-
feat of China," he wrote in a memorandum, "should entail the fall
of her dynasty, this outcome would of course be most favorable to
Russia . . . Our neighbors, Manchuria and Mongolia, would be-
come (in fact, if not in name) our possessions, and Russia would
finally acquire all that she could here desire."

The military operations devoted to acquisition and occupation
of territories in the Far East were simple. As a matter of fact, there
was no war at all. Muravie, prepared ships and troops to sail down
the Amur River, which at that time ran inside Chinese territory.
When everything was ready he requested the Tsar's consent and
obtained it in January, 1854. The Russian government believing,
correctly, that England would consider the Far Eastern moves as
operations directed against herself, was most reluctant. The Tsar,
however, gave his order: "Sail down the Amur." But he added,
"There must be no smell of powder."

It was easy for Muraviev to avoid the smell of powder. The
Chinese Army, weakened by other conflicts, was far away, and the
Chinese Government did not even attempt to oppose Muraviev's
expedition. On reaching the rnouth of the Amur River, he declared
that all the territory on the left bank of the Amur must be ceded to
Russia. The negotiations ended in 185 8 in the Aigun Treaty, which
declared the Amur to be the border between the two empires.

This was the first half of the operation. Muraviev soon de-
manded from China other territories to the east and south of the
Amur along the Sea of Japan. His arguments during the negotia-
tions with the Chinese in October, 1858, were all along the same
line: "Protection of China" against England, "The pretext in our
talks with the Chinese will be the same as before [he wrote],
namely, not to let the English and the French seize any port be-
tween Korea and our possessions; it is therefore better that the
whole shore, down to Korea, belong to us." *

Two years later China was compelled to yield to this demand.
The so-called Ussuri region was ceded to Russia by the Peking
treaty of 1860. To save face the Chinese Government, in truly
oriental fashion, proclaimed to its people that the Emperor of China
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